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Posidonia Oceanica

Posidonia oceanica, commonly known as Sea Grass, is an angiosperm plant, adapted to underwater life. It is a key
element to preserving the Mediterranean ecosystems. At the moment, the posidonia prairies are disappearing throughout
the whole Mediterranean Sea. Still, some of the oldest and best-preserved prairies are located around Formentera. What
follows is an explanation of the Posidonia, its ecosystem, and its impact on related ecosystems.A A A

Posidonia oceanica is an endemic Mediterranean plant, not a seaweed, but it is known in the Balearic Islands as &€cesa€™algai
i.e. the alga. It is a true plant with the same external organization as the superior plants: roots, stem, leaves and capacity
to produce flowers and fruits with seeds.A A A

The plants of Posidonia grow forming submerged, long, high and wide meadows, onA sandy or on fine and coarse gravel
bottoms. For an optimum growth it needs transparent waters. For this reason, the presence of dense and large meadows
is a clear sign of the quality of its waters.
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The function of the meadow is comparable to the tropical forests and wetlands: it plays an essential rule in the ecological

equilibrium of the sea. From a local point of view, the meadows are the habitat and the food for a big number of species
of fishes and invertebrates, especially larvae and young fishes.A A A
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A They also play an important role in the processes concerning beach and dune systems, modelling the sedimentary
processes because is compacts the beaches' sand. The Posidonia oceanica dead leaves that one can find in the shore
act as a natural dock reducing the energy of the waves, minimizing erosion. From a global point of view, scientists
estimate that 12% of the net ecosistemic production of the world is a contribution from the ecosystems of Posidonia
oceanica.A
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A The main threats for the meadows are the maritime constructions, the pollution of near-shore waters, the anchoring, the
beach nourishment with sand and the elimination of the Posidonia oceanica dead leaves on the beach sand. The
importance and vulnerability of this plant to the impacts of mankind has meant its protection by both European and
Spanish laws: the Habitat Directive of the EU establishes it as a priority habitat; the Posidonia meadows from lbiza
(Eivissa) and Formentera where declared, in 1999, World Heritage by the UNESCO. You can see the related
documentation here and here
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